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Najaf) and stay there ; for it is not expedient for the State
that such a person should remain in the capital" This
advice Fath-'Alf Shdh decided to follow.

The very dry, narrow and formal divines are called by
the Persians Qishrt (literally " Huskers," Le. externalists), and
to these the Akhbdris in particular belong, but
also man7 of the Usillis, like Mfrzd Ibrdhfm,
the son of the celebrated Mulld Sadrd, one of
the teachers of Sayyid Ni'matu'lldh Jazd'irf, who used to
glory in the fact that his belief was that of the common
people, and Mulld 'AH Niirf, who used to pray that God
would keep him in the current popular faith1.  On the other
hand  we have  the  more liberal-minded  divines, whose
theology   was   tinctured  with  Philosophy or

Latitudinarians,

Suffism, the Mutakallimtin> who strove to re-
concile Philosophy with Religion and closely resemble the
School-men of mediaeval Europe, and finally the pure
philosophers, like the celebrated Mulli Sadrd of Shi'rdz,
who, however little their ultimate conclusions accorded with
orthodox theology, had generally had the training of the
'ulamd and were drawn from the same class.

The literature produced by this large and industrious

body of men, both in Arabic and Persian, is naturally

enormous, but the bulk of it is so dull or so

Literary

fecundity of technical that no one but a very leisured and
very pious Shf'a scholar would dream of reading
it. The author of the Qisasu'l-Ulamd remarks2 that the
*ulamd often live to a very advanced age, and as their habits
are, as a rule, sedentary and studious, and they devote a
large portion of their time to writing, it is not unusual to
find a single author credited with one or two hundred books

Tihrdn ed., p. 248; Lucknow ed., second part,
p. 107.
2 Lucknow ed., p. 65.